B Vai
Suzuks

(19) BARRHT (I P) % F A #e UDRFHBAE RS

K/ATE6— 105415
20 @OAEH ER64E(194)12821H

o

GDItCL* BRYRES  FRLEEES FI ‘ BRI

GO5D 1/08 Z WBZB3—-3H '

B25J 5/00 E 8611-3F

13/08 z "

B62D 61/04 ,

GO5D 1/02 "H 923-3H
MRAOKG6 (2 6 ) BAmMEL

QD SR HBIR63—149523 DHEA 999999098 .
sEnstadt ' 5

) HEA BERIG34E (1988) 6 B178 BRELX B E 2 TR218108 ’

TORTE Hk B :

EAWER 51316810 NGO BB 2 THAR10S Hak

RAan

@) 2MB F% 1 5£(1989) 12821 B

GOREA it HR W

BHE B ¥

69 [RAOLKKE] EABMBXRIUICChiz LD ABRXER

: 1

B RoRE)

[FRHE1] REEERIhBERAKL, £OTH
ic—HEitRBEhAEL 2BFOETERE ., BoElT
T RBRREIICER XU S HEEMBIR L . ETRHICHRES
T REHTIORESh, FLEREMRESPLERTSN
FICBE LEITFROMGICAE L TRBRAkE XX
HFANANFRLREA. ETFBROEBIIVAY
ETEITR O T L EBET 2 A BER,

[:RoR 2] XAy, L, B3P nads
BERT Y7 IBLLRERBOT I F 22— 3% K
BREBRFEEIZHE X TOSERAN 1 ARK OB IR
B,

[5:RE3) EOFRELT—HEIEESLE: 280
Hhtix., IRELRBANIFEY LT 2808KRMIZ
RESHBIRBEXh 2B0/MZEITEY. 28

10

2
DARILETRICHEEEE & T ORMIE R LD, 5
LRARER LA OMBEY &5 X5 IBR AR
RIS 1 0RO B SRV,

[FRR4] MERABIT/ L LSRR LD
RSB H OB E LB S5 HMICETER
DEESH L EEEYBEET SREERYAZLTVS

BRI 1 RIS 3 MR OB TR,

[FRES ] —REICRBE i 2 B808EROBE X ;
DA UTETTS X5 IR EhA BSIRRERLE . '
P 1LBSIT B STRYRRR & A TR A STIRB TR TS
BRORT -3 bt Lo TBREN: ABHREY

&,

I@BRE6] AF— 3 XA RSRBICAESh

TR/ YR Vs MEBEBERRL. T ORRYE
T25%FE. REOBESRERRTSLHORTE



3
HEXTWAHRAEAERRO B E,
[RBADM 2 TH]

(Ex ORI BSHE)
ARFNIEMBOWRREB L. Thiz ks BBiELiEmic
BIa3boTHhs,

(R EH)

BAEREA 0Ky F TR D L OR 3B LD SER
BRAEESEDTEY, ZORMBELNES . RN
beﬁﬁ%DﬁﬁKbﬁi%ﬂé%ﬁofbb,Lm
L.

OBEO KD BEBMENRK IV,

Q@AY — Fa580>,

QO=ELmITMIBEHHS5, B

DSEFTb H DT, BITOA, MATEY IXF R DHAS BF Iz 1
SR LTRERMECHS,
SHEROIO OO L LTR2 REFROLORBHY |
B X IS BABR62— 97005 8- PR S h TV 5,

(€520:7: 50}

L LRt 2 RMTROEBLICE. M ITEES:
BUTHBITHBTIALERN, BE0 X 5ici#er-o

PRTEBEDOE UV ELTAY ZARBABSALE

THY . ThbLBHARSh TV ARWERB CRERSh
DEB2EHE H1T/2 5 BN BRI BNEEL TR 2 L
Exbhi-,
*%%ﬂmﬁwﬁﬁkﬁkﬁﬁwﬁﬁ%ﬁrﬁéhtb
DT, TOBMIBEOZATLEREATE 5%E
YRTF A THH>T, '
OLHEEEANTERZRY/AX L,
QAV—FRR, MEIT#H< - BN T,
OANIZE > ThHEREDR W,

BRREB L ThizX 2 ARRERR ARG 5 2
kb5,

(BFFER)

DX 52BREZETSAMEREROBBTEIZ oW
THERRETR-oEE, RLPVORVDITEE R
BEhiRSOLOERNDIZ ETHY . TOEEHMH
FREBEERZLOLTAZ LI X VAL . RKES
DEMEFRULER, REZBHRTRERE L%
RHLE, '
BHEARFAOOSIRBRIT. ®EICBRIhREE
kL, TOTHB~HLERRBShi-iL 2 BF0E
TFBR L, BEITERES MBS 5 BRinig & |
EFTRICHIEEM M & T E S h, SIERS AR
FREERTSHMCBE UETEROMBITHB LT
WA E XX DB UNBIFRL 2. ETFE
OEBIZX D BLETETRI Z LB MEFTHHLOT
hab,
ER2BOEGTFENANROERIZESYS T3, thEFFE
B —HEICRIRER L TR A~0RE_ 2 RHo0

()

10

20

30

BAF6—-105415
4
#%tlb&wL\Eﬁ%wEﬁﬁﬂ@Rlv%T&E
w,ﬁorzhﬂlﬁzﬁwﬂﬂoﬁifbakuéz
EMTES,
m%m*#&ﬁﬁtLtoﬂéﬁﬁﬁ#@&(r%k‘
REMLBBELBV DL THS, HITEHR, BRowa
zﬁ@nmm&%—xybkxoﬁﬁﬁabﬁsvb
V. XEBHEFMOSRT A BED B,
ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ%&ﬁ\iﬁ%&%ﬂﬁtfkﬁ%&*&&
Bﬁét%ii?%D‘—%ﬁtyﬂ*(ﬁuw)?%
or‘ﬁﬁ*ﬁ%ﬁ?&&¥ﬁtbriﬁoﬂﬁk&5
f‘ﬁtﬁnﬁﬁﬁﬁuﬁ%&ﬁir%mﬁ%kxo4
XATHhA0XBC LDTHS,
%Lr\—ﬁtn&ﬁéntzﬂwﬁﬁoaﬁkxvs
ﬂbriﬁ?éximﬁméhtaﬁﬂm%&t.ﬁm
ﬁtanﬂﬁﬁm%mkﬂﬁnaﬂ&@?ﬁﬁfaﬁﬁ
DAT—2 a2 eRE>THRENE ABIRER R T
2T, BYRREESAR L HROITERNIh S,
(fER)
Wﬁ@ﬁ&&ﬁfb&%&*ﬁn‘ﬁﬁtirrﬁﬁb
t&ﬁm&%%&?k\%ﬁ$&oﬁ@n(%&)ﬁﬁ
«ﬁnlaafbﬁ.%:Tﬁhéﬁﬁtﬁﬁ%&&#
BSE3 L, BTEEAENTHREHE X—F 03T
gﬁb\%ﬁi&ﬁ$ﬁhﬁﬁ%ﬁ9&<&n‘imﬁ
<Ték*ﬁﬁﬁﬁkﬁoTiﬁ&ﬁﬁf%:t#f%
3.
m%&*wﬁﬁm?6t%ﬁ:o@ﬁﬁfﬁﬁéﬁb:
tﬁf%%.%O%lﬁ%ﬁoﬁmﬁaﬁ¥&kxbb
DT, ETFREBETAXATCEERAEFH0TH
BESRHOFBEITANTND, 52 IXEEHELLE & i
SREHBOTC, FESELL TN FEH L YSIn )
DRHL. REMRIE T FB S RE ARIC LB L S5
B 58, BAYHRT SO TERMORLATHS,
BERAKR, RAMADPLRIBE~BEHT 5L 51
%Eéhb#‘%OtbﬁﬁDZi—Vayﬁﬁﬁug

CBENhB, AT~ 3 VA SRRRLESRET

40

RFAN., 2V LEMIZEOMERT 30T, 27
—YarhDH L ERBIDRHLIEESATERD
BOELERLRETHS,

BREMIL, RRBAKIT BRI R R AN
kﬁﬁi&beUBh,Zi—vavaZ?*VS
ARESRBIE LS,

(EH)
RBZSRLTRATS &, RRBAKI0NE 1 @NE
HEIMIFENTWS, NRBHRORT 1. 12D
TRICRT S EITFERC 2 BOEII2a, 12b8—D
DR ERESERBLCRESh TV S, 13EHE

B&HE—F ., 1biLEEGERTE—5 C, - hbitET

FRESINBD IS ERHFRTHS,
MURGILHBYFR Mt E D 2804 v — Y H—

T, TNREERTINBEFADAT Y 20OL 5 FHEL 50 Ma, 19b%EX, A 2 F—Y HY—14a, 14biIFITERRI2

oy



5

a, 12bDAPNZAIE L. T ORMIIAIRH ) I8 UG
LB CGEITH) k. BEXTAHE (B4R oMTEr
HEVICEBFRTHY . SEEMIA T —) YR
BE—F MIOBER4cE KA TV S, B4BSR, &
BISRETFRIZOBHABY —%RT,

18R X MORBFR T, MBRKEI0OTIET &
hThY. RERMRZYENETIBBRT ¥ 77 KR
HIHRERBERLTVS (B1E~830) . B5
FEI6E LTHNRED T BT 57— 2o FE%
ATBT7 2F2ax— I RBEShEBER SIS,
1R ¥ a9, 18RRI &Rt 17
ERBERAR OB R ERICBRIBT 520
KRiIbh, AXNSYA nLigF ¥ EGH0—F )
Ya—SI L VBRI FENELhS, BRigY

Y IBIHBRORBCEMHMSICAV-Bh, FFE

trPITE s LS,
MIRFRVHBER T, 27— a 210 b5HBT
BRTETPIERIZHE. BERBBFAhbnT—
FRE, NOHITHSWE L EORE, FEE YL
DT =RV OBEYRL. SLIZBBRAMET
TEITBOE—F13a, 13b, A >F—Y H—ROE—%
MI~OHOBPEITR2Y. FELEZL>TRALS
BEEREBSZL LEASLTENLEZHETSHCPU
¥NET 3, )

20XBHREBM T, BLOSRF, ERFICBHL 42
L. ThBHRRXF—2 a3 2lIzR T, ZBXhS, =
OEMITER, EABER. SFLBROLOZERT
3.

AT —¥ 3218k 1 BT 2 2L Lo B I RIRER10%
EVREBOE FHMATRIZIRET 5 b 0T, HXIET
LEZOME. NOWMESITRT b, BHAOME2
ETIR 18U EET 3, AT - a 2Lk
HFOBERATHY. EThREEERTLEL
. FIINARERBIAS X IR AN, B
DEPZOOBEER D,

D 1 RREEAEI0OXBEETH S,

(3

10

20

30

B, MEAREEIOOZARBRIESE LA NNZ LV R

HEh52, SMICRENERLERREL L bi<
RZBBCAT =2 a 2N RTERBERET 5 H0T,
LT ORISR LA L S ITEATHL. B
B %Yty FLTEETS, 3REREFRR
BRE. 2417 EBROBTETT.

40

B2REBHHETHY . BABAKIOONBIRI bR

TERTFLERTIRRE T H L. RBREELNRT.
26 EEFR L LTRIZRITETERS £ ¢, SR
ELTRIVFarbe—aR, BEEER, ¥,
FABRR, ~TFy b7—7R (BROLO) 2. R
HERAINATVWILOAEDEERATXS, LEBH
HEREL, ROBHABV O T AT AN L o5
THE, EERNBETZIZLETS,

50

BAF6—-105415
. 6
1E®)
B8 (a) BDE (h) BEFEBLEOLL Basi,
(a)nﬁmoﬁ?ﬁ&tﬁwﬁmmkaﬁﬁﬁﬁkﬁ
T (b)) ~ (g) BETHBLLRTENE CER
T. (b)) TRETHA~OMBAZ O 3 DERE
BHEP~BEEETEY . T0%. BRYEFTHSH~B
BIETETRIBIIAD (c) . BEEITRBE 2D

(d) | HEOKRZEEIVEEL (e). . BxDIRE
TRMEL (f) | BLESSERUBL—BMB LN
%%ﬁ&ﬁm&LTW&%D&&KORT@EEMET
BHEL (g) . BEHRBICA S LEROEEY IHHA
F—=VH—%¥sb¥5 (h),
ESRISHBD L EFT,
£T7R (d) CRANBHERETEE (E8E (a) ) .
ERENRY SME L CRBBAKLEL (b) . AFR
TR THEREBHIE L. A LSOt cRERER
g (¢) . A F—Y W —%¥o b33, (d) .,
FRERIIE IRIREhTWS,
RE (a) CTRE®ETLTEY, EEROEERL
HHITHEDP SR THEEREL (b) . BESETLE ()
Rl L2, EHBBETL YUY — o %2F20

(d) | RVIEBRO/AHBERELEIC LY Ly —

(e) . FREEILEHLBL L ABFICEEEERS
FEAaBHM~NEEI G TCEOPRE (f) 24525 &
BTCE5, TOBRERA VT ) H—FH LT E T
LARETHS,
ADERIFI LT ORE
BloFRizAhnmbokts, RNIBREEITRAS
BERTHN, RATEIS LABERARCOT (B10
B (a)) (ZhEEHEMNIZEIVRHEL, B
BEELIHRICNE L CEY AL X 5 ISER 21T 20
EicmbEs (R (b))
BEIRES X7 A
B SIRMREI0IC X B BERE Y AT AR BIEITR
Fo BRI XTHI0E TN Y56 L1001
AL, BRRESER T — Y 3 V21 0B M2~ x
PhTEY, FRAT—¥a VITRF—F— F11I0R
L. 72 ERAOEF24%BC THIIEE102 O
TCTF—IRERETRS, RTCDATF— 320324
B|CPI20I X > THHBIBEINS X S RS hTw
5. BOREHRBABRETT, XF—araais
Z CHARRORF OMITIRRRIOOITAFT—F 2 5 x|
EBARINCAD ENTWBT—F 22 ERIBICPU~
EDERETRS.
S EBAT— a VIZRFER TV ARERIONFD
BEREL . A7 — a A HBRE23ICE > THRARS]
SNTRBIZHY . RBEZT,. »oHAE Yy bAEFT
RPhIRBIZHSD, T2~ BERT—Var~H
) EVHIX—R—F110MbE4 5T 5 L BRER23
DOIBEAMREL, dgiomlah T, E7TEOREY



7
DEBIZLVEETA 2 e Vo TEGEEEL. BY
RAHERREDHENE L TROASK IV BUROB
%m«mi.Eﬁ*hﬁ%%&ﬂtk?ﬂ&%&vﬂﬁ
HE19DEBIZE D DRABEREZTR>THLTOHE
BRE~ERT 5,

(BR)
ARBILEOMIBEE LTV BOT, KDL 5 2%
REYRET S,

DRETHI LD EFWMBESED THRW,
QETHEI R, BRICEBIET S,

QALY > THRRRI-DELTHS,
DBMBDIDEMEPEI DT AR, AHEBiFE
BATHEIIZW,

(4)

10

ORERTHY . BERLDBBFHCLABICES Z &

BeEB,
OAFEETOIMEHEI bHELE,

[%£2E) [$5 3}

| cj},)s -6 15
] 17

l%l@l.

%ﬁ$6—105415
. 8

ORERAKIZT—F Xy TYATAEBELwLF
:y}n—vaiAoﬁﬁﬁﬁgkﬁ&ia,
OB BMWEDIZH, %ﬁ?&?nx—&miﬁm:x
v\mx‘ﬁﬁ\ﬁw,ﬁﬁ‘mx‘wm%wﬁmmu
SEECHD,
(DR OBSE25R) .
RIEIIARIRICE 5 8 IRRERE Iz Thic k 5 55
miﬁﬁmiﬁﬂE%TBOT\ﬁlﬁdsiﬂmﬁm
oﬁﬁﬁy%ZEﬂMEE\%3@&Iﬁ$ﬁﬁﬁm‘
BARRETFRL TOBVOMRR, F5EILx5—
¥ a3 ORBA. $6RMIEBLAHER. £ 7@EE
ﬁeﬁmob<a&ﬁfmﬁﬁ\%Bmu%ﬂﬁwﬁm
B, #9RRFFEADKER, H108 (a) . (b)
HAD~OHE L BEERHRBE, B1RRASN
L 2BBRMRS A7 AOBSBERTH D,

e e -



©) BAF6—-105415

158 7 )

[5%9R)

[%108})

@ W= o)

0
§



>F:=é—‘—g\—.—“‘l

(6)

(£11K)

2 4

e -4

1-104%]

—————y

BA¥6-105415

7 21
102 }
= B
104 o
no
2
B

\ ]

-
b

110

Zay bR—Coggx

(51)Int.C1. %
.GOS5D 1/02
HO1R 13/00

BRIES  AARRES
X 9323—-3H
C 7319-5E

F1i 3B Zu T



(19) Japan Patent Office (JP) (12) Official Patent Gazette (B2)
(11) Patent Application Publication 6-105415
(24) (44) Publication Date: December 21, 1994

(51) Int.C1° Identifying Symbol Intraoffice Adjustment Number
GO05D 1/08 Z 9323-3H
B25J 5/00 E 8611-3F
13/08 Z
B62D 61/04

GO5D 1/2H  H93233H
Technical Details

Number of Claims: 6
(Total number of pages in the original: 6)
Continued on back page:

[Translator’s note: this entry from the back page is being translated here]
Continued from front page

F1

(51) Int. 1.3 Identifying Symbol Intraoffice Adjustment Number F1 Technical Details

GO5D 1/02 X 9323-3H
HO1R 13/00 C 7319-5E

(21) Application Number 63-149523

(22) Application Date: June 17, 1988

(65) Publication Number: 1-316810

(43) Publication Date: December 21, 1989

(71) Applicant: 999999999
Tokugei Co., Ltd.
2-21-10 Nakazato, Kita-ku
Tokyo, Japan
(72) Inventor: Teruaki Suzuki
Tokugei Co., Ltd.
2-21-10 Nakazato, Kita-ku
Tokyo, Japan _
(74) Patent Representative: Patent Agent Makoto Izawa
Examiner: Yohji Suguzawa

B o



[Title of Invention] Self- Sustaining Type of Carrier Machine and Automatic Carrier
Device Based on It
- [Claim 1] A self-sustaining automatic carrier machine which is provided with (1) a carrier
machine main body which has a vertical shape; (2) two traveling means located on the left and
right which are disposed on a shaft on the lower part of the carrier machine main body; (3) a
drive mechanism which operates the aforementioned travel means independently of one another;
and (4) a self-sustaining means used for stopping which is housed parallel to the aforementioned
shaft direction when it is traveling, which moves in a direction which is orthogonal to the -
aforementioned shaft direction when it is stopped, which is positioned at the front and the back
of the travel means and which supports the main body of the carrier machine; and which can
travel independently when the travel means are operated;

[Claim 2] The composition of Claim 1 wherein the carrier machine main body can attach, detach

and replace a container-shaped adapter or an actuator used for operations which houses the
object being carried on the top part;

[Claim 3] The composition of Claim 1 wherein it has the following configuration: it is provided
with two wheels which are used as a travel means and which are disposed on the shaft; it is also
provided with two small wheels which are disposed at an interval which is located between these
[first] two wheels; the two small wheels are located at a containment position which is parallel to
the aforementioned two wheels when traveling so that it is located at a position which is
orthogonal to the aforementioned wheels when stopped;

[Claim 4] The composition of Claim 1 or Claim 3 wherein the carrier main body internally
stores (1) a balancing sensor; and (2) an arithmetic unit which corrects the rotation direction of
the travel means and the number of rotations of the travel means in a direction which reduces

- the inclination in the forward and back directions which are detected using the aforementioned
sensor; :

[Claim 5] An automatic carrier device which is configured of (1) a self-sustaining type of carrier
machine which is configured so that it travels on its own due to the rotation of two wheels which
are disposed on a shaft; and (2) multiple stations which retain the self-sustaining type of carrier
machine at an upright position when it has stopped;

[Claim 6] The composition of Claim 4 wherein the stations are provided with (1) a straightening
mechanism which resets the balance sensor which is internally stored in the self-sustaining type
of carrier machine; (2) a terminal which is used to send and receive data; and (3) a terminal
which is used to charge the internally stored power source batteries.

[Detailed Description of Invention]
[Technical Field]

The present invention relates to a self-sustaining type of carrier machine and to an
automatic carrier device based on it.
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[Description of the Prior Art]

Virtually of the robots presently used for carrying are dolly-type models which have three
_ or more wheels. This type of robot is advantageous in that it has a low center of gravity, it can be
operated safety and it can withstand heavy loads. However, despite these advantages, they are
not suitable as carrier machines particularly in the office automation, maintenance automation or
the future home automation fields because of the following disadvantages:

(1) the dollies take up too much space,
(2) the units are slow,
(3) they present safety problems, and the like.

A biped walking type of carrier machine which takes up little space has been disclosed in
Laid-Open [Japanese] Patert 62-97005.

- (Technical Problems)

Despite this, in order to put a biped walking type of carrier machine into actual practice,
an intricate, small and highly sensitive sensor as well as a powerful power source are required
such that it has artificial muscles and nerves which expand and contract at will in accordance

_with the voltage and other conditions. Currently this type of machine has not yet been
developed and it was commonly thought that a self-sustaining type of carrier machine which can
carry out these quick motions could not be realized.

. The present invention takes the aforementioned situation into consideration and has gone
through a great number of steps. It is an object of the present invention to provide a self-
sustaining type of carrier machine and an automatic carrier device based on it which has a device
system which can be used safely even in ordinary rooms and which:

(1) take up as little space as possible,
(2) are high speed and can operate quickly and effectively, and
(3) which do not endanger the operator.

(Technical Means)

As aresult of carrying out research and development on a means for moving a self-
sustaining type of carrier machine which attained these objectives, it was found that the most
efficient device used the same or similar wheels and that by using the appropriate drive control

system, quick and accurate movements which used inertia and the third law of motion could be
made possible. .

Thus, the self-sustaining type of carrier machine in the present invention has the
following characteristics. It is a self-sustaining automatic carrier machine which is provided
with (1) a carrier machine main body which has a vertical shape; (2) two traveling means located
on the Jeft and right which are disposed on a shaft on the lower part of the carrier machine main
body; (3) a drive mechanism which operates the aforementioned travel means independently of
each another; and (4) a self-sustaining means used for stopping which is housed parallel to the
aforementioned shaft direction when it is traveling, which moves in a direction which is
orthogonal to the aforementioned shaft direction when it is stopped, which is positioned at the



front and the back of the travel means and which supports the main body of the carrier machine;
and which can travel independently when the travel means is operated.

The two travel means on the left and the right correspond to the wheels mentioned
previously. The travel means are disposed separately from one another on the shaft and
maintain stability for the shaft direction.” Only a balance at the front and rear directions which
are orthogonal to these is detected by the sensor and may be maintained by controlling the

number of rotations of the wheels. As a result, this can be called a “one-shaft, two wheel drive
system” . )

The unit takes up very little space since the carrier machine main body has a vertical
'shape and its stability can be easily secured. In particular, when the device is cylindrical or
columnar, the direction can be easily shifted by using (1) the inertia moment of the rotation of
the Z shaft and (2) the balance between the front and rear directions.

The self-sustaining means for stopping is supported by making the carrier machine main

body self-sustaining without controlling the travel means. It is a temporary rigger, it is parallel
to the travel means while traveling and does not get in the way while the unit is traveling. While
traveling, it changes the orientation of the orthogonal direction and is prevented from tipping
over at the four points of support by a stop command. ‘

Thus, a self-sustaining type of carrier machine can be used most effectively by using an
automatic carrier device which is configured of (1) a self-sustaining type of carrier machine
which is configured so that it travels independently of the rotation of the two wheels which are
disposed on a shaft; and (2) multiple stations which maintain the self-sustaining type of carrier
machine upright so that it can enter and exit.

(Actions)

When the carrier machine main body which is configured as indicated above is stood
vertically and the operator releases his hand from the retaining position, it almost tips over in the
direction of the turning (forward and backward) of the shaft of the travel means. However, when
the travel means is operated in the tipping over direction at this point and if the travel speed is
appropriate, the inclination moves while it is constant. If the travel speed is fast, the inclination

declines. When the travel speed is further increased, the main body stands vertically and the
traveling motion can be continued.

When the carrier machine main body is stopped, it can be made self-sustaining using two
methods. The first method involves using the aforementioned self-sustaining means used for
stopping. As aresult, it is stable and self-sustaining at the four support points in tandem with
the travel means and is suited for comparatively long standby situations. The second method
might well be called “dynamic stopping”. When the main body is inclined, this incline is
detected using a balance sensor and is adjusted so that the drive mechanism is activated and the
inclination is reversed. However, this method consumes motive power so that it can be used
when the unit is stopped for short periods of time. The carrier machine main body is controlled
so that it can be moved from one point to another and the multiple stations are disposed at key
points for this purpose. These stations accept [an object to be carried] when the self-sustaining

(L A



type of carrier machine is maintained in an upright position. When [an object to be carried] is
sent off, that space is maintained simultaneously so that when it is at a station, the self-sustaining

type of carrier machine requires neither a self-sustaining stopping means or dynamic stopping
monitoring.

The object being carried is held by a retaining means which is mounted on the carrier

machine body in either a fixed or a replaceable fashion and it is carried from one station to
another.

(Practical Embodiment of the Invention)

‘We shall describe the present invention referring to diagrams. The carrier machine main
body 10 is indicated in Figure 1 through Figure 3. 11 is the cylindrical body, 12 is the travel
means which is placed on the bottom end of this and two wheels 12a and 12b are disposed at a
distance from one another on the left and right on the single shaft 1. 13a is a left wheel drive
motor, while 13b is a right wheel drive motor. These motors are drive means which activate the
travels means independently of one another.

14 is a self-sustaining means used for stopping and is equipped with two inner riggers
14a and 14b with small wheels attached. Inner riggers 14a and 14b are positioned inside the
aforementioned wheels 12a and 12b. The shaft can rotate around a vertical shaft between a
position which is parallel to the aforementioned shaft 1 (while traveling) and a position which is
orthogonal to this (when stopped). The aforementioned vertical shaft also serves as a drive shaft

14c for inner rigger drive motor 14d. Please see Figure 4. 15 indicates the attachment part cover
for the travel means 12. »

16 is a means which is used to retain the object being carried. It is placed on the top of
the carrier machine main body 10. The figures (Figure 1 through Figure 3) indicate the container
shaped adapter which houses the object being carried when it is attached. An actuator--which is
provided with an arm and a hand which clamp the object being carried independently of the
retaining means--is provided and used for replacement purposes.

17 is a balance sensor and 18 is an image. The balance sensor 17 is placed so that it can
quickly and accurately detect slight inclinations in carrier machine main body 10. It can be used
for a method which is used to detect inclinations using a rotary encoder which has a combined
gyro and a pendulum. The image sensor 18 is used to distinguish objects and to measure
distance. It is combined with balance sensor 17.

19 is a command receiving control device. Its function is to (1) process commands
received from station 21 by wire or by radio while traveling as well as data received from an
inductive line; (2) carry out processing when the unit is approaching humans and objects; and (3)
analyze data from the balance sensor. It carries out output control to motors 13a and 13b-which
are used for traveling according to the processing input and to motor 14d which is used for the
inner riggers. An intemally stored CPU which is used to control these may be combined with a
built in voice synthesizer if necessary.



20 is a power source battery. It provides electrical power for each of the elements above
and for the device itself. The battery itself is charged at station 21. The battery used should be

light weight, it should be resistant inside the bottom part and should have high speed charging
characteristics.

Station 21 retains the self-sustaining type of carrier machine 10 with one, two or more
bases while it is upright so that it can enter and exit. It may be placed on the side of the wall and
the corridor as well as on the side of a table.” One or more sets of recessed part 22 used for
retaining are provided on the top and on the bottom. The aforementioned station 21 is a strong
point for moving the carrier machine main body. When it has fulfilled its duty, it is set so that it
comes on the scene when trouble arises and carries out two other functions in addition to
providing the target location. '

One of these functions is to correct the position or posture of the carrier machine main
body 10.

The vertical state of the carrier machine main body is detected by the balance sensor 17,
however, it corrects the posture at station 21 before errors accumulate over time and it is no
longer able to maintain a vertical state. As a result, verticality is provided when there is
magnetic suction on upper and lower retaining recessed pieces 22 and the interior sensor is reset

and corrected. 23 is an electromagnet with polar inversion capability; 24 is a terminal which is
used to send and receive data.

The second function is to provide electrical power. It is provided with a terminal which
is placed on the side of the carrier machine main body 10 and a charging terminal which is
connected to this and sends a charging current. 26 is an inductive line which is placed on the
floor as an inductive means. The inductive means may be the radio control type, the
electromagnetic induction type, the optical type, the infrared type, the magnetic tape type (the
one provided in the example) and any others which are currently being used. However, the
moving speed is fast and the detection range is narrow so that the direction of the unit as it
moves ahead and its moving speed can be controlled by using the system control.

Operations

Figure 7 (a) through 7 (h) show the unit when it travels and stops. Figure 7 (a) indicates
the unit when it is upright due to “dynamic stopping” which was described in the previous item
(Actions). Figure 7 (b) through 7 (g) indicate the unit when the time that it starts to travel up
to just before travel is completed. Figure 7 (b) indicates the wheels when they are tuned in a
reverse direction in order to provide a tilting angle for the direction in which the unit is traveling.
Then, the wheels are turned in the direction in which the unit is traveling, the unit goes into
travel mode (c), goes into constant speed travel mode (d), accelerates when the inclination is

-large (f) and decelerates when the inclination is small (f). When a stop command is received, the
unit accelerates for a short time, then tends to reduce the inclination and decelerates as it declines

until right before the unit stops (g). It stops wheels from turning once it is in a vertical position
and sets the inner riggers (h).



Figure 8 shows how the unit is suddenly braked.

In Figure 7 (d), when a command for sudden brake is received, (Figure 8, (a)), the tuming
of the wheels is abruptly accelerated, the carrier machine main body is activated (b), the wheels
are suddenly stopped in the negative direction, the unit is oriented to the vertical state by the
inertia on the top of the carrier machine main body and the inner riggers are set. (d). The
- changing of direction is indicated in Figure 9.

In the same figure (a), the unit is proceeding straight ahead. The number of rotations for
the right side wheel is reduced relatively and it turns to the right (b). When this is repeated (c), it
goes into reverse and advances directly. It makes a U-turn by stopping the wheel on the left (d)
or it makes a left turn by stopping the wheel on one side for just an instant (¢). When the unit
again slows down while advancing directly, both left and right wheels are turned in the opposite
direction and a reverse motion can be made on the spot (f). This on-the-spot reverse can be
carried out while the inner riggers are brought out.

Handling External Force

When an external force is applied in the direction of the shaft, the unit can retumn on its
own to a certain extent. However, once a limit has been passed, the wheel on one side rises up
so that (Figure 10 (a)) this is detected using the balance sensor 17. The unit is driven so that it

accelerates and turns the wheels which make contact with the ground in a direction in which it
may tip over and these are made to converge.

Automatic Carrier System

Figure 11 indicates the automatic carrier system based on the self-sustaining type of
carrier machine 10. The inductive line is provided with a main line 100 and a branch line 101
which diverges from this. The branch line is introduced to retaining recessed part 22 on each of
the stations. A keyboard 110 is provided for each of the stations. Data are sent from and
received by the self-sustaining carrier machine 10 through terminal 24 which is used for sending
and receiving data. All of the stations 21 are configured so that the external part can be
controlled using the CPU120 which is used to control the entire unit. 130 is a motive force
charging power source. At this point, the stations 21 provide lead data for the carrier machine in
addition to the contents indicated previously. They also operate to send data which have been
inputted to the carrier machine 10 to the CPU to control the overall unit.

The carrier machine 10 which is retained at a certain station is in a magnetic suction state
due to the fixed pole on the carrier and due to the electromagnet 23 on the side of the station.
The unit is charged and is in a mode where the vertical reset can be made. When a command is
received from the keyboard 110 indicating “head to specific station”, the polarity of the
electromagnet is inverted and the carrier machine 10 is pushed out. The unit travels along an
inductive line due to the operations indicated in Figure 7 and it reaches its destination. The
object carried is housed and it heads to its next destination when the following command is
received. When a command is received while traveling, the interrupt operations are carried out

when the command is received and the control device 19 is operated. Then it returns to the
original operating mode.

s g



(Effectiveness)

The present invention is configured as indicated previously and is effective in the
following ways.

(1) The unit is vertical and takes up very litile space.

(2) Its traveling speed is fast and it operates quickly.

(3) Itis light-weight and safe even when it approaches humans.

(4) Itis self-sustaining and will not tip over during operations; it does not readily tip over even
when an external force is applied. :

(5) It is vertical in shape and makes possible rapid movements so that it can be easily used even
in tight spaces.

(6) Tt can travel horizontally and can easily travel on inclined surfaces.

(7) A data carrier system can be loaded in the carrier machine main body and a multi-system
control system can be easily configured.

(8) It provides simple carrying operations and has many applications including operations,
supervision, guiding, observation, fire prevention and crime prevention since it uses a variety

- of actuators.

[Brief Description of Figures]

The figures indicate a practical embodiment of the self-sustaining type of carrier machine and the
automatic carrier device which is based on it in the present invention. Figure 1 is an inclined
view of the self-sustaining type of carrier machine. Fi gure 2 is a lateral view of same. Figure 3
is an frontal vertical explanatory view of same. Figure 4 is the travel means as well as

a peripheral inclined view of same. Figure 5 is an inclined view of a station. Figure 6 is an
expanded inclined view of the important parts of same. Figure 7 is an explanatory view of same
indicating traveling and stopping operations. Figure 8 is an explanatory view of the quick
braking operations. Figure 9 is an explanatory view indicating shifting of directions. Figure 10
() and (b) are explanatory views indicating how an external force is handled and how the unit

rights [stabilizes] itself. Figure 11 is a partial explanatory view of the automatic carrier system
based on the present invention.

Captions
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[Figure 6} - [Figure 8)
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[Figure 7]
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[Figure 10]

[no text]

[Figure 9]

[no text]



[Figure 11]
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